Voltaire's Answer (from Leipzig, a few days after)
' M. /e President,—I have had the honour to receive your Letter. You inform me that you are well; that your strength is entirely returned; and that, if I publish La Beaumelle's Letter' (private Letter of his, lent me hy a Friend, which proves that you set Mm against me), you will come and assassinate me. What ingratitude to your p<njr medical man Akakia ! * * If you exalt your soul so as to discern futurity, you will see that if you come on that errand to Leipzig, where you are no better liked than in other places, and where your Letter is in safe Legal hands, you run some risk of being hanged. Poor me, indeed, you will find in bed; and I shall have nothing for you but my syringe and vessel of dishonour: but so soon as I have gained a little strength, I will have my pistols charged cum putvere pyrio ; and multiplying the mass by the square of the velocity, so as to reduce the action and you to zero, I will put some lead in your head ;—it appears to have need of it. Adieu, man President. — AKAKIA.M
Here, in the history of Duelling, or challenging* to mortal combat, is a unique article! At which the whole work! haha'd again ; perhaps King Friedrich himself; though lie wa> dreadfully provoked at it, too; < No mending of that fellow !' —and took a resolution in consequence, as will be seen.
Dresden and Leipzig- done with, Voltaire accepted an invitation to the Court of Sachsen-Gotha (most polite Serw.e Highnesses there, and especially a charming Duchess,—whc set him upon doing the Annales de FErnplre, decidedly his worst Book). 'About April 21st' Voltaire arrived, stayed till the last days of May ;2 and had, for five weeks, a beautiful time at Gotha ;—Wilhdmina's Daughter there (.young DUCIH-of Wiirtemburg, on visit, as it chanced),8 and all manner of graces, melodies and beneficences; a little working, too, at the Annales, in the big Library, between-whiles. Five de«W.v melodious weeks. Beautiful interlude, or half-hour of orchesta.
' Duvernet, pp. 186, 187;  CEttvra Je Voltaire. W. 55-» CBuvns* «.//««, Ixxv. I8a «. (Clog—™» *•<*»!. » Wilhelimna-Friedrich  Correspondence 258, 249).